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gan’s:refusal .at hxs Thursday news 1

- conference to discuss possible miliz.]
"‘tary ‘and kovert intelligence opera-
uons in Latin A.menca raises oneof .
democracy’s most perplexing issues
*Z:how to balance the péople’s right: -
.tomarhapate in issues of war and.
peaceﬁw:th-the Prwdent s duty, t.o

-~plan.~ and-e

.policy. =2 i %
&£ Despxtesome cong
I

t.rols over hJS actxons Reagan-hke
. his predecessors in the White House
-—appea.rs to be asserting the right
:to use his broad powers toactinLa-
“tin. America before there has been
a.ny public dxscussxon of possxble ac- |
stions.§ i B
~5 At the heart of t}us far-reachmg i
iwue is the question of whether the i
“electorate has a right to know of the
“President’s decision o send troops i
to a foreign country before ‘the i

troops depart. Over the years, many ,
Premdents have sem troops abroad s;
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whether Congress hasa right to ad-.
#yise the President before he author-»¥
-lzes acovert CIAoperanon to topple
*a foreign governmenty’ Fiiit s o s
“"Y Such questions—among the old=
4 est and- most difficult confronting a.

: ‘democracy~-have risen anew with 8]
s "Reagan s flat refusaltodiscuss pub~ 4
£ hcly the opuons‘under*consxdera-:?
¥ ticn for dealing. with guemlla war-:
*faxe in Latin' Amenca.’ S T a N

3.~ Despite ‘national ¥ soul-searchm ¢

on how:the.Uzited: States got into: J

t.he~V1em“ ' War,gmdespread ago=.
J"nizing ‘zover.-the? xmphcatxons -of ;

Richard My Nixon’s, “imperial Pres= l
- idency” ar numeroius attempts to-”

legislate chntrols-on the President’s
_broad poper to order US. “military. ; l
~ action shdrt of a formal declaration :

. of wary tHe basic’issue remains.un=s j
tesolvedo "'} Yieh g};pr‘m:; -."ul:-‘ E¥)
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o treme eme*gency, the* Presxdent.ma
- outinforming. anyone. L3

STAT
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;‘.’.‘ “The Reagan Admm.stratxorx faces
ia quandary in what course of action -
“to.take in- combat.mg.what it has.

’called “naked Communist aggres-
“'sion” in Latin America. Concern has |
risen in Congress :and. elsewhere -

‘that t.hd Administration xmght greatly mcrease its'milie
v"y pr esence in El Salvadgr, where about 50.U.S. mili-]
ary agvisers are training and supemsmg -that gczven:r—~
rra"f s war sgainstleftist g gierrillas. - ~* e - s‘,—m—n

i Thare havealso beén. reports that the Ad.mxmstratxon

-jsconsicéring a covert operationto destabxhzethe leftist.
“gsvernmentin Nicaragual#2+ v
¥ Askad, amut(these reports at hxs‘n ews onfere X
Peagan said=Ljust’ don’t; belexve that you discuss-these
5, @ what-you aay.or may not do, in-advance of
~those- thmgs.. % stcussmg,opﬁons, he'

i  things” b 4

Aa for possxble covert. mtelhgence operations, :
-ate also not, to be examined publicly; Reagan added. The
‘law; she said; requires that such operatmns #"havye to be.
.cleard with congressional committees.” Ti: fact, the law X
-oes not.give veto power to the committées and in’ some

' emargency situations. they need not be told in advance. & “)

'L‘ha Founding Fathers;'in an atfempt:to- prevent ad
imgerial Presidency,: -vested LmCon gress the- constitu-:,
t.oral power o declare war. The, Premdent, as comman«-
der inet hief wasassigned the powet t0 conduct war i
*{Bw after the Umﬁedsmtesfouc,ht in Korea and Viet=

# namxlargely as’a result. of presidential initiatives with=3

H cutfo;mabdeclaranons ‘of hostilities, Congress enacted

: ue—\Van'Eowas Actof1973, which sharply limits. smxa- 3

§ nonsm v'hzchthe];rwdent can commit U.S: forces, re<?
qmres the-President to notify-Congress within 48 hours-

-of SJch an‘ ac tion yand: reques an automatic termination |

i -unless Con, ess'authonzes’tha- ;

 ye
thatf HaPres' \.enm:eport covert mtelhgence operahons p
TinE “'o.malv*fashxo 2'to the two intelligence committees:|
of, Congr&ln an‘emergency, only eight )ngn—rankmg
re'noers of; Congress ‘need beiinformed;and in‘an ex-{
take a tmn with-

- v) LA

. Both.of these ef ort.s attempt to recogmze tha whﬂe"*

the 2lectorate; dces~ havé:a nohbw know, the gove'n— :

théni+dlso has the'need: for'some degréeof secrecy. 'L’

- don'ksee How, u°presentative government can proceed .|

-}o:z any ot ‘her basis.7:Ray. Cline, a high, former ClAoffi- 2
“cial said. "We were never meant to.bea town-hall type®
“of gov rervment~in Which very iss eigputtoa’yoteby -
1He entire population. 3 7 X Ve SRS SERSs
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